
Esthetics 
(Appearance) 

Very poor. Not tooth colored : 
ini tia ll y si lve r-gray, gets 
darker, becoming black as it 
corrodes . May stain teeth dark 
brown or black over lime. 

Excell ent ; often 
indistinguishable 
From natu ra l too th. 

Good; too th co lored , 
varies in translucency . 

Very good; mo re translucency 
than glass ionomer. 

Low ; repl acement is usually Low-Moderate; durable ma teria l Moderate; Slowly Moderate; more resistan t to 

Frequency of due to fracture of the filling or hardens rapidly; some composite dissolves in mouth; dissolving than glas s iono mer , 

Repair the sur roun ding tooth . materials show more rapid wear easily dislodqed. but less than composite resin. 
or Replacement than ama lgam . Rep lacement is 

usually due to marginal leakage. 

Low, relatively inexpensive ; Modera te; highe r than ama lga m Modera te; sim ila r to Moderate; simi lar to composite 
Rela tive Cost s actual cost of fillings depends filli ngs ; actua l cost of fi ll ings compos ite resin (not resin (not used for venee rs and 
to Pat ient upon their size . depends upon their size ; venee rs used for vene ers and crowns). 

& crowns cost more. crowns). 

Number of Visits Single vis it (poli shing may Sing le visit for fillings ; Single visit. Sing le visit. 
Required require a seco nd visi t) 2+ visit s for indirect inlays , 

veneers and crowns . 
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Glossary of Terms 

General Description - Brief statement of the composition and behavior of the dental material 

Principle Uses - The types of dental restorations that are made from this rnaterial. 

Resistance to further decay - The general ability of the material to prevent decay around it. 

Longevity/Durability - The probable average length of time before the material will have to be 
replaced. (This will depend upon many factors unrelated to the material such as biting habits of the 
patient, their diet, the strength of their bite, oral hygiene, etc.)
 

Conservation of Tooth Structure - A general measure of how much tooth needs to be removed in
 
order to place and retain the material.
 

Surface Wear/Fracture Resistance - A general measure of how well the material holds up over tirne
 
under the forces of biting, grinding, clenching, etc.
 

Marginal Integrity (Leakage) - An indication of the ability of the material to seal the interface
 
between the restoration and the tooth, thereby helping to prevent sensitivity and new decay.
 

Resistance to Occlusal Stress - The ability of the material to survive heavy biting forces over time. 

Biocompatibility - The effect, if any, of the material on the general overall health of the patient. 

Allergic or Adverse Reactions - Possible systemic or localized reactions of the skin,gumsandothertissues to the 
material. 

Toxicity - An indication of the ability of the material to interfere with normal physiologic processes 
beyond the mouth. 

Susceptibility to Sensitivity - An indication of the probability that the restored teeth may be 
sensitive of stimujli (heat, cold, sweet, pressure) after the material is placed in them.
 

Esthetics - An indication of the degree to which the material resembles natural teeth.
 

Frequency of Repair or Replacement - An indication of the expected longevity of the restoration
 
made from this material.
 

Relative Cost- A qualitative indication of whatone would payfor a restoration made from this material compared to
 
all therest.
 

Number of Visits Required - How many times a patient would usually have to go to the dentist's
 
office in order to get a restoration made from this material.
 

Dental Amalgam - Filling material which is composed mainly of mercury (43-54%) and varying
 
percentages of silver, tin, and copper (46-570/0).
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